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Presidentôs Message 
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Dear Lusitano Members and Friends, 

     Kung Hei Fat Choi and Happy New Year of the Horse for 2026! 

Once again, it is my pleasure to represent the Lusitano Club of                     

California as President for the 2026 year. We have had some exciting 

events in the past several months where we gathered together as a     

community to support our local major league sporting teams.                    

Portuguese Heritage Night with the Golden State Warriors is always 

my favorite event, Go Dubs!! The San Jose Sharks Portuguese                 

Heritage Night was also another successful gathering on the ring with 

an amazing group photo. The annual Chinese New Year dinner dance 

kept our strong connection of being Macanese and celebrating this        

cultural event.  

     I would like to thank all the directors and helpers who participate 

and keep our club going. Without your support, we cannot keep our 

rich and prideful Macanese traditions alive. Muito Obrigado! 

     I am excited to announce our Lusitano trip this year is to Portugal 

and Madeira in mid-October. See page 6 for details. 

     Please reference our calendar of events and come out and share           

stories and laughs together as a community and bring a friend!! 

     Thank you to Funda­«o Oriente Portugal for sponsoring our                     

quarterly bulletins so we can keep everyone informed. 

                                                        Yours truly, 

                                                        Leonardo Xavier, President  

Website: www.lusitanousa.org  Facebook: Lusitano Club of California 
Editor: Maria Roliz         Webmaster: Linda da Silva       

Be Green! Help us cut down on paper and stamps.                               
Sign up for a Lusitano e-Bulletin today if you are receiving                        
this hard copy in the mail and would like to switch to an e-Bulletin  

 

Lusitano offers two $1000 scholarship grants each year towards a  
trade school or college tuition for current Lusitano members ages                   
18 & over of Portuguese or Macanese descent. Applications for the 
school year 2026-2027 are now available. Deadline to apply is July 31, 
2026. Email lusitanoclubusa@gmail.com for an application.  

Lusitano Scholarship Grant 
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2026 Calendar of Events 
Sat, Apr 18: Annual Clambake, MCC, Fremont 

Sun, May 3: SVPECF World Language Day dinner, MCC, Fremont 

Sat, Jun 13: Dia de Portugal Festival, History Park, San Jose  

Sat, Jun 20: Dia de S«o Jo«o Mass & Lunch, MCC, Fremont 

Sat, Jun 20: Lusitano Cooking Class, MCC, Fremont  

June 21-25: Luso-American Education Cultural Youth Summer Camp 

Fri, Jul 31: Application deadline for Lusitano Scholarship grant 

Sun, Aug 2: Annual Picnic, San Mateo Beresford Park 

Sun, Sept 27 : Lawn Bowling Class & Social, Walnut Creek 

Sun, Oct 11: Our Lady of Fatima Mass & Lunch, Walnut Creek 

Oct 16-26: Lusitano Trip to Lisbon & Madeira 

Sat, Dec 5: Annual Christmas Dinner Dance 

    Congratulations to the 2026 Board of Directors elected at our  
Annual General Meeting on February 7, 2026 for a 1-year term  

President: Leonardo Xavier 
Vice-President: Maria Roliz 
Secretary: Jessica Xavier 
Treasurer: Dorothy Oliveira                               

Directors: Michael Carion, Chris daRoza,                                             
Maria Joao da Cruz, Justin Estep, and Ken Harper 

2026 Lusitano Board of Directors 
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Lusitano Annual Clambake  

Saturday, April 18, 2026  
12 ï 4 pm 

Macau Cultural Center 
109 J Street, Fremont, CA 

       
Cost per member $25.00 
Cost per non-member $30.00 

Come and enjoy a delicious Macanese lunch with us  
plus savor our featured specialty clams                               
ñAm°ijoas na Cataplana a Algarviaò   
Soft drinks & wine provided 

Please RSVP by April 10, 2026 
to Jessica Xavier at 925.354.7999 or lusitanoclubusa@gmail.com 
Please make check payable to ñLusitanoò and mail by April 10th 

 to Lusitano, 7222 Cutting Blvd, El Cerrito, CA 94530 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lusitano will sponsor 4 qualified youth members ages 13-17 to this                  
Youth Summer Camp at CSU Fresno. Itôs a great and fun experience!                               

Registration ends April 10th. Email lusitanoclubusa@gmail.com for info. 
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Come visit us at the                            
Lusitano food booth.                        
Volunteers welcome! 

Lusitano Annual Picnic  
Sunday, August 2, 2026  

12 ï 5 pm 
Beresford Park ñShelter Areaò 

2720 Alameda de las Pulgas, San Mateo, CA  
       

                              Food & Soft Drinks Provided 
12:30 ï 1:30 pm   Lunch 
3 - 4 pm   Games 

 
Cost per member $18.00 

Cost per non-member $22.00 
Kids of members 12 & under free 
Non-member kids 3-12 yrs old $5.00 

 
Please RSVP by July 24, 2026  

with names of attendees including ages for kids 12 & under 
to Jessica Xavier at 925.354.7999 or lusitanoclubusa@gmail.com 
Please make check payable to ñLusitanoò and mail by July 24th 

 to 7222 Cutting Blvd, El Cerrito, CA 94530 

 

LUSITANO COOKING CLASS with Dorothy  

Saturday, June 20, 2026 3pm                                                                                       
Macau Cultural Center, 109J Street, Fremont, CA 
     Let us know what dish or dessert you would like to learn                         
how to make and letôs do it together !                                                        
Deadline to register is June 10th! Cost: $15 

FESTIVAL PROGRAM 
10am-5pm 

9:45am Gates open 
10am Mass (Museum plaza) 
11am Parade (starts at the hotel) 
11:30am Opening Ceremony 
12:30-4:45pm Entertainment                  
& Folkloric performances 
4:45pm Raffle drawing 
10am-5pm Food & vendor 
booths, arts & crafts, exhibits,                      
childrenôs activities, and more 

Museum Featured Exhibit - 
ñThe Portuguese Media                                  

in Californiaò 

 Dia de Portugal Festival  

 Saturday, June 13, 2026  

          History Park San Jose 
        635 Phelan Ave, San Jose 



 

 

Lusitano Trip October 16-26, 2026 
3 days Lisbon / 7 days Madeira 
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A 10 day cultural and scenic journey combining the historic charm 
of Lisbon with the dramatic landscapes, gardens, and coastal beauty 
of Madeira. Free days in Lisbon with guided tours & unique local                       
experiences in Madeira, and carefully selected 4  and 5 star hotels. 
Organized by Braga Travel, Miami, FL for Lusitano Club of California. 
16 Oct ï Arrival in Lisbon 
Airport transfer with assistance. Hotel check in. 
17ï18 Oct ï Lisbon (B) 
Two full free days to explore the city at your own pace with possible visit 
to Casa de Macau Portugal. 
19 Oct ï Lisbon Ÿ Madeira + Funchal & Monte (B, wine tasting, D) 
Morning flight to Madeira. City tour including Mercado dos Lavradores, 
Santa Maria street art. Optional cable car to Monte, and toboggan ride. 
20 Oct ï Funchal & Botanical Garden (B, D) 
Visits to Santa Catarina Park, Funchal Cathedral, embroidery factory, and 
the Botanical Garden. 
21 Oct ï Eira do Serrado & Curral das Freiras (B, D) 
Panoramic mountain viewpoints, village visit, and Pico dos Barcelos. 
22 Oct ï Nau Santa Maria Boat Trip (B, D) 
Half day sailing on Nau Santa Maria, a replica of Columbusôs ship. 
23 Oct ï Porto Moniz Full Day Tour (B, L, D) 
C©mara de Lobos, Cabo Gir«o, Ribeira Brava, Paul da Serra, lunch in Porto 
Moniz, return via Seixal and S«o Vicente. 
24 Oct ï Santana Full Day Tour + Madeiran Night (B, L, D) 
Pico Arieiro, Ribeiro Frio, lunch in Faial, Santana traditional houses, Porto 
da Cruz, Machico. Evening folkloric dinner with regional cuisine. 
25 Oct ï Free Day (B) 
Relax or explore independently. 
26 Oct ï Departure (B) 
Transfer to airport with assistance. 
Included: 3 nights Lisbon (4-star hotel), 7 nights Madeira (5-star hotel). 
Daily breakfasts (B), 6 dinners (D), 2 lunches (L), 1 wine tasting, boat 
trip and all listed tours. 
Cost: Land Portion US$3100 per person based on double occupancy. 
Single room supplement: Add US$1950 = US$5050.  
Payment & Cancellation:US$1,000 deposit at booking, Balance due by 
July 31, 2026. Payment to Braga Travel c/o Lusitano, 7222 Cutting Blvd, 
El Cerrito, CA 94530. Cancellation penalties escalate from 25% (Ò90 
days) to 100% (Ò15 days). 
Economy airfare on TAP from SFO-LIS-FNC-LIS-SFO:                                    
US$1450 approximately subject to change at time of booking. 
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Macau Cultural Center ñMCCò  
                                                                        by Maria Roliz, President 

Portuguese classes - interested in learning Portuguese online via 
zoom classes? Email us at macauculturalcenter@gmail.com  
 
Help support the teaching of Portuguese classes at SVPECFôs World 
Portuguese Language Day fundraiser event on May 3rd at MCC. 
 
Dia de S«o Jo«o (Macau Day) - Join us in celebrating with a mass 
and Macanese lunch on June 20th at the Macau Cultural Center.  

 
See details on flyers  

Come Join Us for a Day of Celebration on 

Saturday, June 20, 2026 

         DIA DE SÃO JOÃO   
at the 

Macau Cultural Center  
109 J Street (corner of 37695 Niles Blvd), Fremont, CA 94536 

Event organized by the Macau Cultural Center 
 

11:00 ð 12:00 PM      Mass Celebration 
 12:30 ð 2:00 PM      Macanese Lunch 

 

Cost per Person: 
$15.00 Casa de Macau, Lusitano & UMA Members 

$20.00 Non-Members 

 
RSVP by June 10, 2026 to Joanne Ribeiro 

Tel:  925-639-2464  Email: macauculturalcenter@gmail.com 
Please make checks payable to  

Macau Cultural Center 
and mail to 7222 Cutting Blvd, El Cerrito, CA 94530 

Please list names of attendees and contact info when making your reservations. 

mailto:macauculturalcenter@gmail.com
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Please join us at the Macau Cultural Center on 
May 3rd with our Consul General of Portugal 
Filipe Ramalheira and Dr. Brad Angeja, author 
of the novel ñVolta Portugalò, for a fundraiser 
event to support teaching of Portuguese              
language classes hosted by Silicon Valley              

Portuguese Education and Culture Foundation, 
and co-sponsored by Lusitano Club and Macau Cultural Center. 



 

 

Lusitano Bulletin Page 10 

Firecrackers spark and red lanterns glow from China to all over 

the world as millions welcome Chinese New Year, and usher in 

the Year of the Fire Horse. It begins with a 16-day celebration filled 

with family reunions, red envelopes, parades, fireworks and traditional 

foods meant to bring prosperity. 

      February 17, 2026, marks the start of Chinese New Year or the new 

lunar calendar cycle which operates on a 12-year cycle, with different 

animals representing each year of the cycle. 

      With 2026 comes the transition from the Year of the Snake to the 

Year of the Horse, galloping into the spotlight and bringing with it   

expectations of forward momentum, change and growth.  

      Each year in the Chinese zodiac also pairs with one of the five             

elements: wood, fire, earth, metal or water. The element is also           

believed to influence the tone of the year. This year, the element is fire, 

bringing forth the Year of the Fire Horse, a rare 60-year cycle event 

symbolizing intense energy, passion, rapid change, and independence. 

This will be a year for bold action and quick-thinking rather than                 

hesitation as Fire intensifies these traits.  

      People born in Horse years are thought to be hardworking,                

warm-hearted, and independent. On the flip side, horses are famous for 

being impatient, impulsive, and easily frustrated when things are slow 

or when they feel boxed in. Hope you are the patient horse! 

      The Lusitano Club welcomed in the Year of the Horse and its        

newly elected Board of Directors on February 7th with a Chinese New 

Year Party with members and friends at the Macau Cultural Center. A 

Chinese buffet with nine main dishes (signifying longevity) designed 

to bring luck, abundance, and prosperity for the coming year was 

served; and everyone was given a red envelope with lucky money 

ñlaiseeò to bestow good fortune and blessings for the new year. It was 

a most enjoyable evening with delicious food, wonderful company, 

and lovely music sung by entertainer Sam Cadelinia which kept                   

everyone on the dance floor.  

      May the Year of the Horse bring you happiness, success, and lots 

of reasons to smile. Happy New Year! Kung Hei Fat Choi! 

Celebrating the Year of the Horse                    
at Lusitano Chinese Year Party 

                                                                                      by Maria Roliz 
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Feliz 

Ano 

Novo 

Chinês !   
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Thank you to our  
Consul General          
Filipe Ramalheira,     
his family, members 
and friends of the           

Portuguese community 
in celebrating our       
Portuguese Heritage 
with the Golden State 
Warriors and MLK            
tributes on January 
19th at San Francisco 
Chase Center. Great 
game especially the 
Dubs pulled off a W! 
Yay WARRIORS!!! 

Golden State Warriors 
Portuguese Heritage Night   
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